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A clean and efficient oxidative dehydrogenation of 3,4-dihydropyrimidin-2(1H)-ones to 1,2-dihydropyr-
imidines has been achieved through a novel combination of (diacetoxyiodo)benzene and tert-butylhydro-
peroxide in CH2Cl2.
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Multi-functionalized 3,4-dihydropyrimidin-2(1H)-ones (DHPMs)
obtained from the Biginelli reaction have been used as potent
calcium channel blockers, antihypertensive agents, and neuropep-
tide Y antagonists.1 The oxidative dehydrogenation of Biginelli
DHPMs provides an efficient access to the corresponding 1,2-dihy-
dropyrimidines. However, despite the fact that pyrimidines are
found in a wide range of biologically active molecules,2 there are
few methods available to convert efficiently Biginelli DHPMs to
1,2-dihydropyrimidines.3 In contrast to 1,4-dihydropyridines
(DHPs) of the Hantzsch type, where aromatization to pyridines is
typically an easy process, the dehydrogenation of Biginelli DHPMs
is more difficult.4 This is mainly due to the sensitivity of the methyl
group at C-6 to oxidizing agents such as SeO2.5 The DHPM ring was
also found to be inert to dehydrogenation using DDQ as an oxidiz-
ing agent.6 The operationally less convenient electrochemical oxi-
dation at a graphite electrode7 and oxidation with CrO3 in the
presence of H2SO4, AcOH, and Ac2O at 0–10 oC can be utilized for
the dehydrogenation of DHPMs.8 Another dehydrogenation meth-
od requires a high temperature of 230 oC involving oxidation with
palladium on charcoal.9 However, this method cannot be applied to
the dehydrogenation of DHPMs with an ester functionality at the
5-position. The dehydrogenation of DHPMs is achieved effectively
using 60% nitric acid10 at 0 oC and using CAN/NaHCO3.11 Recently,
ll rights reserved.
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a mild procedure for the oxidative dehydrogenation of DHPMs
with catalytic amounts of a copper salt, K2CO3, and tert-butylhy-
droperoxide was reported.12 A literature survey suggests that
DHPMs have proven to be quite stable toward a variety of oxidizing
agents yielding 1,2-dihydropyrimidines under typical reaction
conditions. Thus, there is a need to develop a more efficient and
practical method for the dehydrogenation of DHPMs.

There has been increasing interest from organic chemists in the
oxidizing properties of hypervalent iodine compounds.13 (Diacet-
oxyiodo)benzene [DIB, PhI(OAc)2] is the parent member of the
hypervalent iodine reagent family and is environmentally benign,
easy to handle, and commercially available, and is similar in reac-
tivity to heavy metal oxidants.14 The oxidizing capacity of this ver-
satile class of hypervalent iodine reagents has been investigated
extensively for the dehydrogenation of Hantzsch 1,4-dihydropyr-
idines,15 2-imidazolines,16 and pyrazolines.17 The reactions of
DHPMs with hypervalent iodine reagents are hitherto unknown
in the literature. In continuation of our work on hypervalent io-
dine,18 herein we report a facile oxidative dehydrogenation of
DHPMs using a combination of DIB with tert-butylhydroperoxide.
Our results demonstrate that DIB alone was unable to induce dehy-
drogenation of DHMP in satisfactory yields due to lower nucleo-
philic nature of the N-3 nitrogen of the ring. However, the
addition of tert-butylhydroperoxide (TBHP) as an additive facili-
tated the dehydrogenation of DHPMs under mild reaction condi-
tions (Scheme 1).
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Table 2
Dehydrogenation of 3,4-dihydropyrimidin-2(1H)-ones (DHPMs) with DIB and TBHP
in CH2Cl2

Entry DHPM R Producta Yieldb (%)

1 1a C6H5– 2a 84
2 1b 4-MeOC6H4– 2b 83
3 1c 3-MeOC6H4 2c 79
4 1d 3,4-(MeO)2C6H3– 2d 80
5 1e 4-MeC6H4– 2e 83
6 1f 4-ClC6H4– 2f 84
7 1g 3-BrC6H4 2g 79
8 1h 3-O2NC6H4– 2h 83
9 1i 4-O2NC6H4– 2i 79

10 1j (CH3)2CH– 2j 73
11 1k (CH3)2CHCH2– 2k 72

a The structures of the products were confirmed from IR, NMR, and mass spectral
analysis.

b Isolated yield.
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The reaction conditions were optimized by investigation of the
model dehydrogenation of 1a (R = C6H5) using DIB in various sol-
vents with or without the use of additives. The results are summa-
rized in Table 1. The reaction of 1a with DIB in CH3CN, MeOH, or
CH2Cl2 did not produce 2a. There is a report in the literature which
describes that the oxidizing properties of hypervalent iodine
reagents change remarkably on addition of certain additives.19

Therefore, we decided to use hypervalent iodine reagents in com-
bination with KBr or I2. In these cases, the in situ-generated acetyl
hypobromite or iodite (CH3COOX, X = Br or I) was expected to be
the active oxidant for bringing about dehydrogenation of the
DHPMs.20 However, we obtained relatively poor yields of the dehy-
drogenation products (Table 1, entries 4–8). Next, we used the
combination of tert-butylhydroperoxide with DIB. To our delight,
we observed facile oxidative dehydrogenation of 1a to give 2a in
84% yield.21 In a blank experiment, tert-butylhydroperoxide alone
did not oxidize 1a to 2a. The highest yield of 2a was obtained in
CH2Cl2 when a 1:2 molar ratio of DIB to tert-butylhydroperoxide
was used.

Following the success in the oxidation of 1a with the DIB/TBHP
system, we extended this method to several DHPMs with aryl and
alkyl substituents at C-4 and the results are summarized in Table 2.
All the reactions were complete in less than 4 h under mild condi-
tions, and high yields of the products were obtained. Both electron-
donating and electron-withdrawing substituents on the precursors
afforded the corresponding 1,2-dihydropyrimidine derivatives in
good to excellent yields. Aliphatic substituents such as iso-propyl
and iso-butyl at C-4 of the DHPMs (Table 2, entries 10 and 11) also
gave clean oxidative dehydrogenation without the formation of
any concomitant dealkylation product. The structures of all the
products were established from IR, NMR, and mass spectral analy-
sis (Supplementary data). The 1H NMR spectra of all the products
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Optimization of the reaction conditions
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1 — CH3CN 24 0
2 — CH2Cl2 24 0
3 — CH3OH 24 13
4 KBr (2 equiv) CH3CN 24 24
5 KBr (1 equiv) CH3OH 8 31
6 KBr (2 equiv) CH3OH 5 47
7 I2 (1 equiv) CH3COOH 12 28
8 I2 (1 equiv) CH2Cl2 24 31
9 t-BuOOH (2 equiv) CH2Cl2 4 84

a The reactions were carried out at room temperature.
b Isolated yield.
showed a characteristic broad signal due to the enolizable –OH
or NH(1) protons around d 12–13 ppm and the absence of CH(4)
and NH(3) resonances around d 5.2 and 8.2 ppm, respectively.22

The tautomerization of NH(1) to N(3) in solution is reported in
the literature10,11 and therefore, the identity of C-4, C-6, and substi-
tuted aromatic carbons was difficult to locate in the 13C NMR spec-
tra of the dehydrogenated product.

Mechanistically, the ligand exchange reaction between tert-
butylhydroperoxide and DIB forms intermediate 3, which under-
goes homolytic cleavage of the hypervalent iodine(III)-peroxy bond
to form [9-I-2] iodanyl radical 4 and tert-butylhydroperoxy radical
5 (Scheme 2).23 The dehydrogenation mechanism may involve
abstraction of the hydrogen at C-4 of the DHPM by tert-butylhydr-
operoxy radical 5 to form the resonance stabilized radical 6, which
is further converted by single electron-transfer process to form the
iminium ion 7. Finally, a tert-butylhydroperoxy anion, acting as a
base, can abstract a N–H proton from 7 to form the 1,2-dihydro-
pyrimidine 2.

In conclusion, a transition metal-free protocol for the facile
oxidative dehydrogenation of 3,4-dihydropyrimidin-2(1H)-ones is
reported using the novel combination of tert-butylhydroperoxide
and (diacetoxyiodo)benzene. This is the first report describing
the reactions of DHPMs with hypervalent iodine reagents. Mild
reaction conditions, short reaction times, and easy isolation of
the desired product make the present method convenient.
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